
Mark Your Calendar
2013-2014

Advances in DNA Technology 
to Diagnose Dental Diseases

Debra Zafiropoulos, RDH

The Club at TI
Wednesday, March 5, 2014

Social begins at 6:00 pm / Business begins at 7:00 pm

Attendees are required to RSVP with Kelsey Tidler at  
smilepinellas@gmail.com  

or (727) 342-0374 by Monday, March 3, 2014.

Advances in DNA Technology to Diagnose 
Dental Diseases
Debra Zafiropoulos, RDH
The Club at TI
March 5, 2014

Vendor Fair
Sponsored by Benco
The Club at TI
April 9, 2014

End of Year Celebration
May 2014

View the online PCDA  
Master Calendar here

Other Important Dates

Important Websites

FLA-MOM • FDA Mission of Mercy
State Fairgrounds, Tampa
March 28-29, 2014
www.flamom.floridadental.org  

Dentists’ Day on the Hill
Tallahassee, FL
April 2, 2014
Register Here

Florida National Dental Convention 
(FNDC)
Gaylord Palms, Orlando
June 12-14, 2014

WCDDA’s Summer Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton, Naples
August 8-10, 2014

Meeting is sponsored in part by
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A 
s you all know, membership is down in 
organized dentistry across the country.  Even in 

our community, we’re at an all-time low in the number 
of memberships.  Almost 50% of the dentists in southern 
Pinellas County are not involved with organized 

to be felt nationally as the ADA is currently losing status 
when dealing with insurance companies and legislators.  

We on the board are continually asking, how can this be?  Why does our 
association only have four new members this year?  Are the dues associated with 
organized dentistry too expensive?  Is it because of the increasing number of new 
graduates going into corporate dentistry?  Is it that our lives are just too busy and 
our profession just doesn’t matter to us like it used to?     

Why do we work so hard to make it into, and then through, dental school just 
to give up and expect that someone else will look out for our best interests when 
we’re actually in practice?  How do we get it across to the non-members that our 
profession is under constant attack by non-dentists trying to control and dictate 
the way we practice?    How do we explain to non-members that as a group we 

can individually?    

about this decline in membership.  We’ve decided to become proactive and do 

something to increase membership here in our community.  We are now in the 
early stages of organizing an aggressive promotional campaign to spark interest 

Town Scavenger Hunt”, organized by Dr. Susan Hudak Boss  was a tremendous 
success and just the beginning of our quest to highlight the strengths of our 
association.  

We’ve got a great group of talented members looking out for the best interests of 
our group.  I’ll keep you informed of the updates on this campaign.  However, in 
the meantime, the best and most productive way to promote our association is at 
a personal level.  Reach out to a non-member and encourage them to join us and 
see just how great it is to be a member of the PCDA! 

appreciated.  We had a record attendance!  Don’t forget to RSVP with Kelsey for our 

oulos, RDH is 
sure to be fascinating.  I look forward to seeing you all there.  
  
Glen
(727) 515-7885
glenjones@mac.com 

From The Desk of the President

PCDA Membership
Do you have a colleague or a friend who is not a member of PCDA? Invite them to our next meeting on March 5th at the Club at TI. Have them contact 
Kelsey at smilepinellas@gmail.com or Dr. Susan Hudak Boss at hudakboss@juno.com for more information about attending meetings or becoming a member.

mailto:glenjones@mac.com
mailto:smilepinellas@gmail.com
mailto:hudakboss@juno.com
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PCDA’s Smile Scavenger Hunt
On Saturday, February 22, 2014, the morning began with fog and rain. Fortunately, 
Kelsey brought the sunshine and the Scavenger Hunt Racing began! The teams 
assembled for a group photo at Bert Smith Porsche. After some Saffron refreshments 
were guzzled, the teams were off and racing by 3:30 p.m.  A few teams schemed and 
picked up items at the dealership while others sped away yelling, “Let’s GO, GO, GO!”

Arriving early, Dr. Robert yu and his team of Dr. Jason Olvera, Dr. Catherine de la 
Torre and Dr. Karina Munoz was ready for the show to GET ON THE ROAD!

Team GATOR DENTISTS had a commanding lead with Dr. Wade Hancock rallying 
Dr. Ronak Shukla, Dr. Alex Spivak and Dr. Laura Gioia. However, the FLOCK OF 
SEAGULLS led by Dr. Alberto Bird, Angela Blue, Jennifer Smith and Christy Parks 
were shouting “MINE” “MINE” “MINE” “MY Grand Prize.”

The MY TOOTH HURSTS Team led by Dr. Rita Hurst, Becky Chesler, Dr. Bill 
Pantazes and Ryan Stanley made it perfectly clear that they may work with Dr. Mike 
Insoft during the week but the INSOFT Team of Dr. Ed Busch, Christine Round and 
Danielle Moseley were on their own to obtain the Grand Prize for this event.

Lastly, our seasoned members of Dr. Amy Anderson, Dr. Sandy Worman and Dr. 
Gabe Spinuso left the dealership turning the corner on two wheels with our own Dr. 
Jesse Jakubowski in tow. No wonder Dr. Anderson’s car engine check light is still on!

The teams took photos, gathered dental supplies for the PCDA Mission, and found 
several pounds of canned food to donate to the homeless in Pinellas County. All of 
this in TWO hours!

Who won you ask?? Who is driving the brand new Porsche you ask?? Join us at our 
March 5th meeting to find out and we celebrate our team’s success!

PCDA President-Elect
Dr. Susan Hudak Boss

PCDA Smile Scavenger Hunt Team Members

Give Kids a Smile® Update
On February 17, 2014, The Florida DOH in Pinellas County hosted the annual Give 
Kids a Smile event.  Two DOH health department dental clinics were utilized, located 
in St. Petersburg and Mid County.  

Four volunteer dentists from Pinellas County (three PCDA 
members, and one UPCDA member) volunteered their services, 
two at the Mid County clinic and two at St. Petersburg clinic.  Two 
volunteer health educators from More Health, Inc. were on site 
and educated the children in proper oral hygiene and nutrition.  
 
A total of 67 patients were treated.   34 were treated at Mid County, and 33 were 
treated in St. Petersburg.

Below is a tabulation of services provided (information pulled by DOH service 
reports). 
67 comprehensive examinations
42 sets of 2-bitewings
13 sets of 4-bitewings
17 periapical radiographs
2 occlusal radiographs
1 panoramic radiograph
56 oral hygiene instructions (this number is 
likely higher)
53 nutritional counselings (this number is 
likely higher)

11 Tobacco screenings / counselings
6 domestic violence screenings
9 child prophylaxis
9 fluoride varnish applications
8 extractions
3 one-surface posterior composites
1 sedative filling
1 sealant
1 recement space maintainer
 

All patients in need of further treatment were reappointed 
at one of our DOH dental clinics at a time convenient for 
the family.  This second appointment will also be “no cost” 
to the patient.  
 
Thank you to all who helped make this year a success! Next 
year, let’s focus on reaching more children!

Thank you to the following members for their participation:

Dr. Amy Anderson, Dr. Elena Gutu
Dr. Gordon Norton, Dr. Chris Ross
 
Christopher L. Beach, DMD
Dentist, Dental Division
Florida Department of Health  
in Pinellas County

PCDA Member,  
Dr. Amy Anderson and a 

thrilled GKAS patient!

Dr. Chris Beach, Florida 
Department of Health in 
Pinellas County assisting 
a GKAS patient in need.
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Interview with Pinellas County Commissioner Candidate  
and Fellow Dental Colleague

Over the past 3 years, there is one name that stands at the forefront of 

is Dr. Johnny Johnson.  Like me, you may only have heard his name 

knew much more about him.  Recently, I was fortunate enough to be 
given the opportunity to speak with him and learn much more about 
him.  It wasn’t easy getting a hold of him as he is out traveling around 
the state helping other districts, such as Port Orange, Palm Beach and 

Dr. Johnny Johnson graduated from the University of Florida College 
of Dentistry and continued to complete his residency and master’s 

.
his residency, he opened up a practice in Palm Harbor with his brother.  In 2002, he was 
involved in an unfortunate bicycle accident 
practice of clinical dentistry.  However, Dr. Johnson has always continued to be a supporter of 

him to be a huge part of the dental community nationally.  

Dr. Johnson is a second generation immigrant who has a sincere love for country and home.  

 faith in the political system was shaken.  He realized that individuals 

on their own political gain.  Why would any individual even consider promoting an anti-

When County Commissioner Susan Latvala recently decided not to run for re-election, Dr. 
Johnson spoke with Commissioner Latvala to consider running for County Commissioner.  As 
a result, Dr. Johnson is running for County Commission District 4, which includes Oldsmar, 
Safety Harbor, Dunedin, Palm Harbor and parts of Clearwater.  

His message reaches much farther than dentistry.  He fundamentally believes in creating a 
strong, functional government that can move forward to the betterment of society.  His goals 
include increasing the county’s job base to increase the tax base without increasing the tax 

employable.  He supports projects such as the Green Light Pinellas Mass transit system, which 
will allow bus and light rail transportation from other counties in and out of Pinellas.  Unlike 
other standardized systems, Green Light Pinellas tailors its services to each community’s needs 

opportunities in the county. He is also interested in reallocating government dollars spent on 

hospital emergency care for dental pain patients by diverting those patients into the hands 
of dentists where real dental work can be done.  On average, an emergency room visit for 
dental related pain costs approximately $1,200-$2,000 where no dental care is delivered but 
only antibiotics and pain relievers are given.  Dr. Johnson is working to redirect government 
funding into dentistry to allow patients to get adequate and appropriate care.  He is also 
involved in creating a school based sealant program targeted toward second graders in Title 

will involve placement of sealants on molars of the second graders in these schools, along with 

in third grade for retention of the sealants, with re-application to previously applied sealants 

program will be expanded to include all Title I schools in Pinellas County and will work in 
concert with any other programs that exist now or in the future.

and failure is not an option.

  .troppus lacisyhp sdeen ngiapmac yreve ,tsriF  .dlof-itlum si boj ruO  ?won boj ruo si tahW

have given donations to non-dental campaigns in the past.  Dr. Johnson has given so much 

must reach deep and give what we can.  

Remember, even though District 4 is in North County, we need to support his campaign 
because we have major COUNTY problems.  And although he is elected from a single district, 
his vote counts the same as the other 6 county commissioners in issues 
countywide.  One out of the six Republicans running for this seat are 

to be entering the race shortly as well in this district.  It is not a far cry 
to believe that this issue is not gone.  Please join me in supporting Dr. 
Johnson and his bid for County Commissioner District 4. 

PCDA Council Chair-at-Large
Dr. Rita Hurst

Dr. Rita Hurst

Dr. Johnny Johnson
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Dentist Volunteers Needed!
 
Want to be part of something great that will really make a difference? Volunteer your 
time and talents to the Healthy Teeth Clinic. Work with awesome assistants and 
grateful patients in a beautiful office. We work hard to make sure you have a great 
experience. Tell us the hours and dates that will work for you and the services you’re 
happy to provide and we will take care of the rest. Currently we are in desperate need 
of volunteer dentists for March. Call or e-mail Christina Vongsyprasom at (727) 824-
6966 or Christina.Vongsyprasom@flhealth.gov for more information or to set up a 
volunteer date.

Renew Your Dental License
Reporting continuing education online to renew your dental license for 
the 2012-2014 biennium is NOT MANDATORy. The 2012-2014 cycle 
is an optional reporting cycle. You may record your continuing education 
in the tracking system free of charge at this time if you choose by visiting  
www.cebroker.com to report. Reporting continuing education online to 
renew your dental license for the 2014-2016 biennium is MANDATORy. 
The Department of Health, Medical Quality Assurance will verify a 
practitioner’s continuing education record in the electronic tracking system 
at the time of renewal. Practitioners will be able to view their course history 
in the continuing education tracking system free of charge. The course history 
will show all the courses that have been reported for the practitioner. Visit  
www.CEatRenewal.com for the FAQs and updated information. 

FLA - MOM Contribution
At the last PCDA general meeting on February 5, 2014 the hat was passed 
to benefit the upcoming FDA Mission of Mercy event. Because of you, the 
Pinellas County Dental Association was able to donate $2,500.00 to the FDA 
Mission of Mercy event! Visit www.flamom.floridadental.org to volunteer or 
for more information. Thank you for your support to make this an event of a 
lifetime!

Direct all classified and 
ad inquiries to:

PCDA/Kelsey Tidler:  
smilepinellas@gmail.com  

or (727) 342-0374 

Endo Post

•	 Looking for a Registered Dental 
Hygienist (6 yrs. exp.)

•	 Available to work weekends
•	 Certified to Administer Local Anesthesia
•	 Proficient in Eaglesoft and Digital X-rays
•	 Complete Resume available upon request
•	 Bilingual (Spanish/English)
•	 Contact: disrael_calderon@yahoo.com

Over the course of two full days, 300+ Dentists, Dental Specialists, 
Registered Dental Hygienists, and Physicians along with more than 1,000 
support volunteers will descend upon the 40,000 square foot Special Events 
Pavilion of the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa to treat between 1,600-
2,000 patients!
 
We are encouraging “teams” of volunteers (professional, staff and 
general support) from each of our components and affiliates within 
the FDA to participate. Be a part of this wonderful community service 
event and priceless volunteer experience. If you would like to review the 
different volunteer positions and roles of each position, you can visit:  
www.flamom.floridadental.org/volunteers.

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION IS NOw OPEN!

Questions about FLAMOM?  
Please contact mom@floridadental.org

March 28-29, 2014 • TaMpa

Get Involved 
with FLAMOM 

and VOLUNTEER!

mailto:Christina_Vongsyprasom@doh.state.fl.us
http://www.cebroker.com
http://www.ceatrenewal.com/
http://www.flamom.floridadental.org
mailto:smilepinellas@gmail.com
mailto:disrael_calderon@yahoo.com
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Go with confidence.

Go with ADS Florida.
Call ADS Florida first – we’ll show you the way.

“Greg Auerbach did an excellent job leading me through a highly 

complicated process and ultimately securing the deal on our terms. 

It would not have happened without his help.”

Matthew Holtan, DDS

ADS Florida, LLC  
Licensed Real Estate Broker

See what our 
clients say. 
ADSflorida.com/
testimonials

PRACTICE SALES

APPRAISALS

BUY-IN/BUY-OUTS

PARTNERSHIPS

Greg Auerbach, MBA
727.498.5670
greg@adsflorida.com
ADSflorida.com


