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When to Call the Dermatologist: Common and Uncommon 
Skin Lesions of the Head and Neck, Dr. Matthew Mahoney

Wednesday, April 3rd
6:00pm Social Hour / 7:00pm Lecture & Business

The Club at TI, 400 Treasure Island Causeway, Treasure Island

RSVP at smilepinellas@gmail.com or (727) 342-0374 with 
your attendance and any dietary restrictions or requests.

Staff is Invited to Attend! Be sure to RSVP with everyone’s name and bring $45 per person (non-member) to cover the cost of dinner.

Matthew H. Mahoney, M.D., is board-certified by the American Board of Dermatology. He completed his residency in dermatology 
at Eastern Virginia Medical School in 2007. During his training, he received over six months of specialty training in pediatric 
dermatology with Dr. Judith Williams, a respected clinician and researcher in the field of 
pediatric dermatology. Dr. Mahoney also trained under Dr. Antoinette Hood, an acclaimed 
dermatopathologist and dermatologist. He worked closely with Dr. David Pariser, former 
President of the American Academy of Dermatology, who is a leading clinical researcher in 
biologic and other therapies for psoriasis, as well as hyperhidrosis (excessive sweating).

Prior to dermatology residency, Dr. Mahoney taught pediatrics to residents and medical 
students at All Children’s Hospital in downtown St. Petersburg. He completed a pediatric 
residency at the University of South Florida and All Children’s Hospital, and passed the 
American Board of Pediatrics in 2003. Dr. Mahoney attended medical school at Eastern 
Virginia Medical School in Norfolk, Virginia, where he earned his Medical Doctorate. He 
attended Virginia Tech and earned bachelor’s degrees in both Biology and English.

Dr. Mahoney is active in continuing medical education, participating in our local 
Clinicopathologic Conference 5 times per year as well as attending other CME  
conferences. He is very active in teaching dermatology residents, pediatric residents 
and Allergy/Immunology fellows from the University of South Florida. He has  
hospital privileges and performs dermatology consultations at several local  
hospitals, including Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital.

Would it make 
your life easier to receive text 

notifications from PCDA? 
We encourage you to subscribe 

and text the word 
PCDA to 33222!

mailto:smilepinellas@gmail.com
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Legislative Update...
On March 12, 2019, over 100 dentists and dental students attended Dentists’ Day on the Hill (DDOH) in Tallahassee.  25-30 of 
those dentists were from the West Coast District Dental Association (WCDDA).  A special thank you to Dr. David Whitaker 
and his office staff member, Kathy, for arranging aircraft and limo transportation that allowed us to leave around 6:00 am and 
return between 4-5 pm.  Thanks also to attendees David Whitaker, John Haley, Brent Mayer, Luis Martinez and Gregg Langston 
for attending.  The Pinellas County Delegation consists of Senators Ed Hooper, Jeff Brandes, Darryl Rouson and Representatives 
Wengay Newton, Sr., Nick DiCeglie, Chris Latvala, Jennifer Webb, Ben Diamond and James Grant.  We saw all of them except for 2 
or 3 that were in committee meetings they could not leave.  We met with their legislative aides.
 
We specifically discussed our support of the Dental Student Loan Repayment Program to encourage dentists to work in rural and 
underserved areas.  We supported funding for two full-time coordinators for the Donated Dental Services Program and funding for 
Community Water Fluoridation.
 
We spoke in opposition to the Dental Therapist legislation (HB 683 by Representative Daniel Perez and SB 686 by Senator Jeff 
Brandes).  There is also a Senate bill (SB 684) and a House bill (HB 649) regarding this issue.  We emphasized that the “FDA 
opposes creating a new licensed dental provider called a dental therapist.  Touted as a solution to addressing access to dental care, 
dental therapists are educated for only three-years out of high school with no prior dental experience or baccalaureate pre-requisite 
in dentistry.  Dental therapists would be authorized to perform irreversible surgical procedures like extractions, pulpotomies 
(partial root canals) and administer local anesthesia.  Dental therapists have been falsely compared to nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants.  The FDA does not support individuals who are not trained and experienced in comprehensive dental care 
performing surgery on patients who may have compromised medical conditions.  Florida has more dentists now than ever.  
Programs like the dental student loan repayment program can alleviate the maldistribution problem and avoid introducing a far 
less educated position that would take years and significant funds to implement.”

On March 19, 2019, the FDA Governmental Affairs Office (GAO) sent out the following information in a special alert.  “On 
Monday, March 18, the Senate Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee heard from many groups and individuals who 
spoke in favor of SB 684, which included Drs. Frank Catalanotto, Jose Peralta and Carlos Piedra.  Several FDA leaders traveled to 
Tallahassee to speak against the dental therapy legislation, which included Drs. Jolene Paramore, Dave Boden, Jay Walton, Chinara 
Garraway, Brittany Craig, Brad Cherry and several local dentists who attended the meeting and waived their time in opposition to 
the bill.

Sens. Gayle Harrell (R-Stuart), Victor Torres (D-Kissimmee), Debbie Mayfield (R-Melbourne) and Tom Wright (R-Port Orange) 
were strong, vocal opponents against the dental therapy legislation expressing that lowering the standard of care is not the solution 
for Florida.

After an hour of discussion and debate, Sen. Brandes acknowledged that there was more opposition than support for his dental 
therapy bill and asked for his bill to be temporarily postponed in committee.  No official vote was taken on the bill.  At this time, SB 
684 is not expected to be heard again in committee.  Additionally, SB 686 was not considered by the committee.

(continued on next page)

Classifieds:

Volunteers Needed: Pinellas 
Technical College, St. Petersburg 
will be providing low cost dental 
care at our clinical facility to 
members of the community. 
We are asking for dentists to 
volunteer their time, 3 Fridays a 
month from 8:00 am-12:00 pm. 
Please call as soon as possible 
to schedule the Friday that will 
work for you to participate in 
our Community Dental Services 
Program. 727-893-2500, ext. 
2578 or ext.2573

Pro Bono reporting: Do you 
volunteer your time and skills or 
donate dentistry in your office or 
away from the office?  The Florida 
Dental Association has offered a 
pilot Pro-Bono reporting tool 
to the Pinellas County Dental 
Association. The form is brief, 
concise and the amount of hours 
donated can be used as a powerful 
tool when speaking to legislators. 
PCDA will include the link in 
each issue of the newsletter. You  
may report here, https://form.
jotform.com/82544603162149. 
You are encouraged to go back 
to August and submit hours for 
Quarter 3 (August – October) 
and then again at the close of 
Quarter 4. 

Continued on next page

https://form.jotform.com/82544603162149
https://form.jotform.com/82544603162149
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On Tuesday, March 19, the House Health Quality Subcommittee workshopped HB 649 by Rep. Rene Plasencia (R-Titusville).  
Workshopping a bill means the bill will be discussed in committee, but no official vote will be taken on the bill.

Drs. Paramore, Rudy Liddell, Gerald Bird and Zack Kalarickal spoke during the committee meeting and provided testimony on 
why dental therapy legislation is not needed in Florida.  There were several speakers who spoke in favor of HB 649, which included 
Dr. Catalanotto and President of the Florida Dental Hygienists’ Association Alwyn Leiba, CRDH, Ph.D.  After public testimony 
was heard, there was no discussion or debate on the bill and no vote was taken.  HB 649 is not expected to be heard again in this 
committee.

Thank you again for contacting legislators on both House and Senate committees.  You helped make a difference!”

Dr. Gregory Langston
PcDa Member

ADA Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention 
(CAAP) Update
The Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention (CAAP) met on January 24-26 at the ADA Headquarters building in 
Chicago.  For the next 2 years, I’m honored to represent the Alliance of the American Dental Association (AADA) as a liaison to 
this wonderful council.  There is so much to cover with this group.  If nothing else, I hope this article showcases some of the many 
ways the ADA is working for its members.

The group is comprised of 17 dentists representing all 13th districts, along with myself (representing AADA) and 5 other liaisons 
from the ADA Board of Trustees, American Student Dental Association, Council on Government Affairs, and New Dentist 
Committee.  There are 3 subcommittees of CAAP: Access and Advocacy, ADH Prime, and Prevention.

My first trip was an absolute whirlwind and information overload, in a great way, with so many important issues facing dentistry 
on the docket.  I’m excited to bring back some of the action items to our local PCDA, in hopes of educating on some of the 
initiatives and inviting discussions aimed to help our members, community, and patients.  Here is an incredibly brief summary of 
some of the CAAP topics and issues we are targeting.  This is not an exhaustive list, rather, is a snapshot of some of the recent 
initiatives.

 (continued on next page)

Classifieds 
Continued:

I am a relationship-driven 
general dentist looking to 
purchase a practice from a like-
minded individual with a strong 
reputation in the community. 
I value clinical excellence and 
outstanding patient care while 
fostering camaraderie amongst 
the team. I am boutique-minded, 
and this would be my only 
practice where I would expend 
all of my time and effort to ensure 
consistency and quality care. 
I am ready to begin the transition 
immediately and look forward to 
speaking with you if you feel we 
are a good fit. 
Please find my contact info. 
below:
Monica Babilonia, DDS
(813) 924-4410
monbabilonia@gmail.com

Office seeking a dental hygienist 
for 1 to 4 days a week. Located 
in St Petersburg. Please call 727-
521-1616 to inquire.

mailto:monbabilonia@gmail.com
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ADH Prime
The recent Action for Dental Health legislation, signed into law in December 2018, has specific language in the bill which allows 
for grants to state associations for Emergency Department (“ED”) Referral programs and services of the Community Dental Health 
Coordinators.  Overall, the ADH has provided an excellent opportunity to promote oral health and the positive actions ADA 
members have in improving the oral health of the public.  The main initiatives are:

- Community Dental Health Coordinator program
- Medicaid
- Community Water Fluoridation
- Emergency Department Referral

There has been much progress made by the ED Referral Workgroup, noting the involvement of the American College of Emergency 
Physicians and the various models of ED Referral which are available to follow as templates for new programs.

The American College of Emergency Physicians presented the Emergency Medicine Practice Research Network (EMPRN) 
June 2018 survey results.  The data shows approximately 50% of the over 200 respondents stated their need for dental referral 
partnerships.  This is due to a number of challenges and, to some extent, historical perspectives.  There is clearly an opportunity 
here.  The ADA is taking steps to ensure dentistry is in close collaboration with emergency departments across the country.

The Community Dental Health Coordinator Transition Team works on the CDHC Scorecard which is computed quarterly.  There 
are template articles available for council and ADA members to consider for publication within state journals.

Prevention
The increased marketing about vaping has concerned the Prevention Subcommittee.  We are planning a webinar to educate 
members and additional oral health stakeholders on the risks of this dangerous and growing habit.

The National Fluoridation Advisory Committee has increased challenges to community water fluoridation that many states are 
facing.  Fluoridation Facts was released in March and has sales of over 1,300 books.

As we conclude the end of the 2019 National Children’s Dental Health Month (NCDHM) Campaign with ADA distributing over 
90,000 NCDHM posters, we begin the planning phase for the 2020 Campaign.  The 2020 poster theme will commemorate the 75th 
Anniversary of Water Fluoridation with the slogan, “Get it From the Tap – Fluoride in Water Prevents Cavities!”

(continued on next page)

Classifieds 
Contiinued:

My name is Maggie Peng. I 
graduated from the University of 
Florida College of Dentistry in 
May 2018. I am currently doing 
a general practice residency at 
the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston and am 
looking to move back to Florida 
after my program ends July 2019. 
I look forward to beginning my 
career and establishing myself 
as a clinician in the Tampa bay 
area. I am seeking an associate 
dentist position. Please contact 
me at (352) 514-3378 or 
at maggiepengmp@gmail.com if 
you have any questions at all, 
thank you so much!

Direct all classified 
and ad inquiries to:
PCDA/Kelsey Bulnes, CMP:  
smilepinellas@gmail.com or 

(727) 342-0374

mailto:maggiepengmp@gmail.com
mailto:smilepinellas@gmail.com
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Access and Advocacy
The subcommittee is working on considerations regarding Resolution 55H passed by the 2018 HOD regarding developing a 
Culture of Safety within the dental profession.  In discussions, it is clear there are many different views on what defines a true 
“culture of safety”, encompassing all the doctors, staff, patients, family, and caregivers.  Not only from a compliance “check-the-box” 
office safety standpoint, but more of an elevated awareness to ensure a safe environment for all stakeholders.

The Medicaid Provider Advisory Committee continues to provide content to the online Medicaid Provider Resource Guide.

Miscellaneous
These are some of the miscellaneous topics the council is working to address.  If you have any input or would like more information 
on any of these topics, please reach out directly.  There is more than enough information on any of these topics to fill an entire 
article.

New regulations offered by the CDC and other agencies regarding non evidence-based processes such as sterilization of low speed 
handpieces, which add to the cost of care and could impact access.

The council is compiling a national profile of state reimbursements for silver diamine fluoride for reference.

The ADA’s obligations towards the members and the public, including the process of developing the new strategic plan 2020-
2025.  The Association continues to be deeply committed to the success of state dental associations with governance, planning and 
diversity / inclusion.

While Oral Health America did present at our council meeting, it has since announced the discontinuation of the program.

There was a presentation of “Disruptive Innovation”, a series of futuristic aspects of dental care reimbursement including volume to 
value financing.  Medicaid audit reconciliations were mentioned as one area of focus around the country on behalf of dentists.

The ADA Business Innovation Group presented the Business Model Project to the Council with insights on developing practice 
purchases in two states (Maine and Wisconsin) with the intention of assisting newly graduated dentists professionally integrating 
with established dentists for the purposes of practice transition.

CAAP members met with the oral health directed staff at the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) headquarters.  AAP 
and CAAP share many interests such as Community Water Fluoridation (CWF), the Age 1 dental visit, care coordination, and 
collaboration for HPV vaccinations for patients in the CDC established age range (ages 9-47 years). 

ADA staff attended the winter Council on Government Affairs (CGA) Meeting in Washington, D.C.  The 116th Congress is a 
diverse, energetic group, with many new perspectives.  They want to do things for the public good and do them quickly, including 
legislation around Medicare (Medicare for All) and carbon emissions (Green New Deal). (continued on next page)

Special Note from 
Dr. John Harrison 

The History of the PCDA, by 
Jon Wilson, is now completed 
and with the inclusion of 
selected photographs, will be 
ready for publication. There 
are two possibilities for your 
consideration; an electronic 
version or paperback book. 
We hope you will value having 
the book at $20 to cover the 
printing costs, and we must 
know how many books to print. 
Please indicate with a reply 
email your preference. This has 
been a very worthwhile project, 
and all of us should be proud 
of the contribution our dental 
association has made to our 
community and profession. 
Thankfully, we have preserved it 
for the future generations. 

Dr. John harrison 
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The highlight of CGA’s winter meeting is the session that takes place on Saturday morning, in which the Chiefs of the Federal 
Dental Services come and present about the agency or branch of the military that they represent.  Part of their responsibilities is to 
develop employees and be leaders; ADA helps them tell their story internally and externally about the work they do. The reiterated 
how thankful they were for the advocacy efforts of the ADA on their behalf.

The Joint Commission on Sports Medicine and Science (JCSMS) Annual Meeting was attended by staff on February 8-11 
in Spokane, WA.  The Joint Commission serves as a convener and catalyst for cooperative ventures.  Potential collaborative 
opportunities with numerous health related organizations include the following:

• Academy for Sports Dentistry (ASD) – Collaborate with ASD to co-host a series of webinars on the topics of mouthguards,
nutrition and sports drinks, and facial protection.

• National Federation of State High School Associations – Requested local dental societies/dentists to provide training to
coaches about mouthguard use.  This would increase coaches’ awareness about the importance of enforcing athlete use of
mouthguards.

• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) – AAP requested the opportunity to meet with the ADA/CAAP to discuss their
perspective/experience with facial injuries.  They are also working on dental consultants who could answer pediatricians’
question about facial injuries.

• National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) – The NCAA publishes a Sports Medicine Handbook.  Content in the
handbook is updated periodically.  The section on oral health is in need of an update since the last update was completed in
2007.  It was suggested that the ADA could work with the NCAA on the update.

If you’d like additional information on any of these or other topics that may fall within the scope of ADA CAAP, please reach out 
directly.  My next meeting is July 25-27th in Chicago, but we have multiple conference calls between now and then that will be 
moving the needle on some of our initiatives.

Greg Mitro, MBA, AAMS
Alliance of the American Dental Association Member
Liaison to ADA CAAP

greg.mitro@raymondjames.com 
d: (813) 202-1150
c: (315) 744-8140

Worthy Websites
www.smilepinellas.com 

www.keeppinellasfluoridated.org 
www.wcdental.org 

www.floridadental.org 
www.ada.org

www.floridasdentistry.gov 

mailto:greg.mitro@raymondjames.com
http://www.smilepinellas.com
http://www.keeppinellasfluoridated.org
http://www.wcdental.org
http://www.floridadental.org
http://www.ada.org
http://www.floridasdentistry.gov




2019 Optimize Your Practice: 

Understanding the CDT Code, 

Dental Benefits, Claim 

Processing, Contracts – and More

Friday, April 26, 2019
CAMLS, Tampa

Dr. Christopher Bulnes

Invite the entire dental team!

Register at www.wcdental.org



Dr. Gregory Oxford – Oral Complications and Prevention Strategies for  
Older Adults AND Periodontal Maintenance of Dental Implants

Dr. Bill Robinson – *Medical Errors & Dr. Glori Enzor – *Domestic Violence 
*Both required courses

Other family fun events include, a Backwater Fishing excursion, a Beer, Wine & Cheese reception, and more!

Visit www.wcdental.org for more information.

You must be registered for the meeting to reserve a maximum of 2 rooms per meeting registrant. A link to reserve rooms will be provided in your emailed 
meeting confirmation. Registrants desiring more than two rooms may check back after May 31st at which time if there are still rooms remaining in the 
group room block, the additional rooms will be made available on a first come first serve basis.

There is something for everyone, register today!

July 26-28, 2019
The Ritz-Carlton, Naples




